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Message Text 


1 . BEGIN S LETTER TO SADAT-UNFORTUNATELY-SPEAKS FOR 
ITSELF. ON THE MORNING AFTER THE MOST POSITIVE THING 
I CAN FIND TO SAY ABOUT IT IS THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO 
DOUBT THAT BEGIN HIMSELF WROTE IT. IT IS VINTAGE BEGIN:0 
(:$ 18 58:, ARGUMENTATIVE. SANCTIMONIOUS, INSENSITIVE 
AND PLAINTIVE-IN SHORT, BEGIN AT HIS WORST. ONE 
INTERPRETATION IS THAT IF PROOF WERE NEEDED THAT 
BEGIN DOES NOT COMPREHEND SADAT'S CHARACTER OR THE 
NATURE OF THE PROCESS IN WHICH HE IS A KEY FIGURE, THIS 
LETTER SHOULD PROVIDE IT. AN ALTERNATE INTERPRETATION 
WOULD BE THAT BEGUN IS CONVINCED THAT SADAT IS IN A WEAKER 
NEGOTIATING POSITION AND WILL EVENTUALLY COME AROUND, 

IF ONLY BEGIN STANDS HIS GROUND. 


2. THAT HAVING BEEN SAID, I NOW CONCLUDE, UNFORTUNATELY 
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ONLY IN RETROSPECT, THAT SADAT'S MESSAGE IN ITS ORIGINAL 
FORM WOULD PROBABLY HAVE EVOKED VERY MUCH THE SAME 
WRITTEN RESPONSE FROM BEGIN. WE MAY HAVE INADVERTENTLY 
DONE OUR OVERALL EFFORTS A DISSERVICE BY WORKING 
TO PERSUADE SADAT TO MODIFY HIS MESSAGE AND MAKE IT 
LESS CONFRONTATIONAL. I FULLY ENDORSED THAT EFFORT 
AT THE TIME, BUT I CAN NOW SEE TWO ADVERSE RESULTS OF 
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BEGIN S HAVING RECEIVED THE SADAT LETTER IN ITS FINAL 
FORM. FIRST. ITS TONE OF MODERATION HAS ONLY CONFIRMED 
IN BEGIN'S MIND THAT HE IS ON THE RIGHT TRACK AND 
THAT THERE NOW REMAIN ONLY A FEW MISUNDERSTANDINGS TO 
TAKE UP WITH PRESIDENT CARTER BEFORE RETURNING TO 
THE SERIOUS BUSINESS OF SHIFTING COMMAS AROUND. 

SECONDLY, SADAT'S FINAL LANGUAGE IS SUFFICIENTLY GRACIOUS 
THAT BEGIN HAS BEEN ABLE TO CHARACTERIZE IT AS 
HAVING COME FROM A NEGOTIATING OPPONENT WHO MAY NOW BE 
FINALLY COMING TO HIS SENSES. (IN THIS RESPECT. SEE 
TEL AVIV 2935). THE END RESULT IS THAT BEGIN IS 
EVEN LESS CONVINCED OF THE NECESSITY TO THINK HARD 
THOUGHTS IN PREPARATION FOR HIS WASHINGTON VISIT 
THAN HE WAS PRIOR TO RECEIVING SADAT'S LETTER. IN 
RETROSPECT I NOW BELIEVE WE SHOULD HAVE SIMPLY PLAYED 
THE HONEST MESSENGER FOR SADAT AND ALLOWED BEGIN TO 
BE SUBJECTED TO THE FULL IMPACT OF SADAT'S ORIGINAL 
PROSE. THIS MAY BE A USEFUL LESSION FOR THE FUTURE. 

3. TWO OF BEGIN'S SUBSTANTIVE POINTS ARE INSTRUCTIVE 
IN THAT THEY REFLECT THE DEGREE OF MISUNDERSTANDING 
WHICH EXISTS IN BEGIN'S MIND CONCERNING SADAT’S 
ULITMATE INTENTIONS IN THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS. ONE 
IS THE REITERATION THAT ISRAEL WILL NOT WITHDRAW TO 
THE LINES OF JUNE 4, 1967 DESPITE THE FACT THAT NEITHER 
THE EGYPTIAN DRAFT DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES NOR 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 TEL AV 02976 061339Z 

SADAT'S LETTER INSIST ON TOTAL WITHDRAWAL. I HOPE 
SADAT DOES NOT TAKE THIS PARAGRAPH TO CONSTITUTE 
A CHANGE IN THE ISRAELI POSITION REGARDING THE 
SINAI, WHICH I DON'T THINK IT IS. 

4. THE OTHER INSTRUCTIVE MATTER OF SUBSTANCE ARISES 
WITH BEGIN'S STATEMENT THAT SADAT, IN HIS LETTER, 

CONTINUES TO ESPOUSE THE FORMATION OF A PALESTINIAN 
STATE. AGAIN, SADAT’S LETTER CONTAINS NO MENTION 

OF A "PALESTINAIN STATE". IT IS CLEAR TO US HERE, 

HOWEVER, THAT BEGIN'S CONVICTION THAT "PALESTINIAN 
STATE" WILL BE THE INEVITABLE END RESULT OF "SELF- 
DETERMINATION” IS ONE THAT IS SHARED BY MOST ISRAELIS. 

5. AS A FINAL OBSERVATION, MY SUSPICION WAS CONFIRMED 
THAT BEGIN WOULD MISS THE POINT OF SADAT'S VERY NUANCED 
TREATMENT OF THE RECONVENING OF THE POLITICAL AND 
MILITARY COMMITTEES. I AM AFRAID WE ARE NOW STUCK WITH 
WHAT BEGIN PROBABLY VIEWS AS A FORMAL PROPOSAL THAT 
BOTH COMMITTEES RESUME ACTIVE DICSUSSIONS. BEGIN'S 
ATTITUDE TOWARD SADAT'S APPROACH TO THE PROCESS MAY 
WELL BE CONDITIONED, UNFORTUNATELY, BY THE MANNER IN WHICH 
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HE RESPONDS TO THIS "PROPOSAL." 

6. I ASSUME THAT BY THE TIME ROY RECEIVES THIS MESSAGE 
HE WILL HAVE ALREADY DELIVERED BEGIN S MASTERPIECE TO 
SADAT. IF HE DID NOT DO SO AT THAT TIME, I STRONGLY 
RECOMMEND THAT EITHER HE OR AMBASSADOR EILTS BE INSTRUCTED 
TO DISASSOCIATE THE US COMPLETELY FROM THE TEXT OF THE 
LETTER. SADAT SHOULD KNOW THAT WE HAD NO CHANCE TO 
DISCUSS TEXT OF LETTER WITH BEGIN, WE ARE MERELY DELIVERING 
IT. 

LEWIS 
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